
  
 

 Balcony or Small Space Pollinator Garden  

 

Don’t have lawn space, but want to put in some native flowers? The following 

native gardening template can help you out! This native garden consists of 2 

flowerbeds to be able to fit plants for all 3 seasons (Spring, Summer, and 

Fall). One flowerbed is catered towards Spring and Summer while the other is 

for Summer and Fall. Both flowerbeds can be in partial shade (2 to 6 hours of 

sunlight), or in full sunlight (6+ hours). This can be ideal for beginner gardens 

if you’re unsure of the amount of sunlight the plot received. 

 

What follows is a list of suggested plants (but you are welcome to choose 

others!). Both flowerbeds contain mostly smaller species of plants to allow the 

plants to grow to their full potential, while also being easy to maintain, which 

will reduce your stress. However, there is one 

species that is larger in both flowerbeds, which is the Northern Bush Honeysuckle (see#10 on the 

following pages). This shrub can grow to be really big, so it will require more space and will only be 

planted as 1 plant. Other species have been grown in threes to allow for sturdier growth, while also 

having more of the same flowers in one area to help the pollinators locate the plant.  

 

 

For watering needs, the Spring and Summer flowerbed will require more watering, specifically plants #1 - #6. These plants 

have been placed closer to the edges of the garden to allow for the convenience of watering. This flowerbed also has both a 

bee hotel and a water dish to allow bees to have access to water. In addition, the bee hotel has been placed towards the 

middle of the garden to allow for the plants to provide the bees more coverage from the sunlight and more privacy.  

 

For the flowerbed catered toward the Summer and Fall season, the flowers #4 - #6 have been placed closer to the edge to 

allow for convenience when watering. The other plants have less watering needs, so they were placed closer to the middle. This 

native garden template is easy to implement into your own space! These flowerbeds cater to both native plants and native 

species in Ontario, making it a great way to help the local pollinators! 

 

Design provided by Michelle Lee  
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Type Common Name Height and Width Preferred Soil Conditions Supports Which Pollinators Month for Blooming

Scientific Name Color Light Preferences Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

1 Flower Wild geranium H: 1' - 2.5', W: 1' - 1.5' Rich, Moist White-Marked Tussock Moth, 

Geranium maculatum Rose pink, Lavender Partial Shade, Full Sunlight Mourning Cloak Butterfly, Sweat bees, Mining bees

2 Flower Canada Anemone H: 1' - 2', W: 2' - 3' Loamy, Medium moist Sweat Bees

Anemone canadensis White Partial Shade

3 Flower Hairy Beardtongue H: 1’ - 3’, W: 1’ - 1.5' Medium-dry, Well Drained, Moist Large and Small Carpenter Bees, Bumblebees

Penstemon hirsutus Purple, Pink Partial Shade, Full Sunlight 

4 Flower Scarlet Bee Balm H: 2’ - 4’, W: 2’ - 3’ Moist, Wet Bumblebees, Swallowtail Butterflies, Ruby-throated hummingbirds, 

Monarda didyma Burgundy, Red Partial Shade, Full Sunlight Sweat Bees, Solitary Bees, Mining Bees

5 Flower Eastern Purple Coneflower H: 3'-4', W: 1'- 2' Moist, Occasionally Dry bees, butterflies, other pollinators, Silvery Checkerspot larvae, 

Echinacea purpurea Purple, Pink Partial Shade, Full Sunlight Wavy-lined Emerald (Synchlora aerata) larvae, goldfinches

6 Flower Butterfly Milkweed H: 1'- 2', W: 1'- 1.5' Moist, Occasionally Dry Larval host plant for monarch gray hairstreak, queen,  Great Spangled Fritillary Butterfly, Cuckoo bees, Leafcutter bees

Asclepias tuberosa Golden yellow, Orange, Red/Burgundy Partial Shade, Full Sunlight and milkweed tussock moth caterpillars, adult Monarch butterflies feed on nectar

7 Flower Black Eyed Susan H: 2’ - 4’, W: 1’ - 2’ Good Drainage, Moist, Ocassionally Dry Camouflaged Looper Moth, Tiger Swallowtail Butterfly, Long Horned Bees,  

Rudbeckia hirta Gold/Yellow, Orange, Red/Burgundy Partial Shade, Full Sunlight Mining Bees, larval host plant for Wavy-lined Emerald and Silvery Checkerspot

8 Flower Pearly Everlasting H: 9"- 3', W: 1' - 2' Good Drainage, Moist, Ocassionally Dry Painted lady butterflies

Anaphalis margaritacea Gold/Yellow, Gray/Silver, White Partial Shade, Full Sunlight

9 Flower New England Aster H: 3' - 7', W: 2' - 3' Good Drainage, Moist, Occasionally Dry Pearl Crescent (Phyciodes tharos) caterpillars, hover flies, Monarch Butterflies, 

Symphyotrichum novae-angliae Purple/Lavender Partial Shade, Full SunlightSongbirds, Aster Miner Bees, Mining Bees, Hairy Bee, Cloudy-winged Miner Bees, Peaceful Miner Bee, Simple Miner Bee, Spine-Shouldered Cellophane Bee

10 Shrub Northern Bush Honeysuckle H: 2' - 3', W: 2' - 4' Moist, Well Drained, Drought Tolerant Rusty patched bumblebee. Yellow banded bumblebee, Half black bumblebee

Diervilla lonicera Yellow, Orange Partial Shade, Full Sunlight Leafcutter bees, Digger bees, Sweat bees, Sphinx moths, Hummingbird moths

11 Grass Little Bluestem H: 1' - 4', W: 1' 6" - 2' Good Drainage, Moist, Occasionally Dry Various Skipper Larvae, Common Wood-Nymph Butterflies, Songbirds

Schizachyrium scoparium Grass: Green, Blue, Orange, Flower: Yellow, Purple Partial Shade, Full Sunlight

12 Flower Wild Columbine H: 1'- 3', W: 1' - 1' 6" Good Drainage, Moist, Occasionally Dry Ruby-Throated Hummingbird, Columbine Borer Moth, 

Aquilegia canadensis Gold/Yellow, Pink, Red/Burgundy Partial Shade, Full Sunlight Black Swallowtail Butterfly, Mason Bees, Sweat Bees, Bumblebees, Songbirds
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